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  Strathclyde Dressage Group
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NOTES ON DRESSAGE RULES

The following notes highlight some of the Rules to be observed when entering Dressage competitions.  For the complete Rule Book, contact:-

British Dressage Ltd, National Agricultural Centre, Stoneleigh Park, Kenilworth, Warks. CV8 2RJ

Rules marked * may not be enforced at SDG Members’ Competitions only.

DRESS

· Preliminary to Advanced Medium classes: black/navy blue or tweed jacket* with correctly tied stock or shirt and tie*. 

· A hard hat is compulsory.  N.B. SDG’s insurers require hats to conform to PAS 015 or equivalent. Crash cap covers should be black, brown or navy blue.

· Breeches or jodhpurs must be white, cream or beige.*

· Gloves must be worn.*

· Boots must be black or brown and may be top boots or jodhpur boots.

· Spurs must not be worn upside down.

· At no time may more than one whip be carried during a test.

· A whip:
may be of any length;

may not be picked up if dropped during a test;

may be carried in either hand, but must be in the rein hand when saluting.

SADDLERY

· Saddle covers of any sort are not permitted except when riding in.

· Bridle:
Preliminary and Novice standard: ordinary snaffle;

Elementary to Advanced Medium: ordinary snaffle or double bridle

· Bitguards are not allowed.

· Bandages and boots are forbidden (except equiboots).*

· A breastplate is permitted.  

· Neckstraps may be used in Prelim classes and when riding-in. 

· Tongue straps are not permitted.

· While warming up, only permitted saddlery may be used, except that boots and bandages are permitted.

PROCEDURE

· Organisers have the right to eliminate competitors who fail to ring for starting times at the specified time.

· On arrival at a competition, all riders must declare their intention to compete.  In addition they must report to the Steward for the appropriate arena at least fifteen minutes before their allotted time.  

· It is the competitor’s responsibility to ensure that they arrive at the arena at the correct time for their test.

· A Steward may be appointed to check saddlery and equipment, but it is the ultimate responsibility of competitors to ensure that they comply with the rules.

· No horse may enter the arena except when actually competing in a test, on penalty of elimination.  

· Competitors must wait until the judge has given the starting signal before entering the arena.

· The use of the voice is prohibited and will be penalised by the loss of two marks on each occasion.



