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Strathclyde Dressage Group

	Newsletter
            April/May 2009



Hello there.  My calendar tells me spring has sprung and Easter is imminent, so here’s hoping we get some sunshine and a little less mud very soon.
Welcome to the following new members: Stephanie Kirkwood, Jack Hassard, Angela McLean, Wendy Raeside, Susan Clark, Sarah Gulland, Ruth Harrison and Pat Bell, which takes our total to 132.
Results
Regrettably our last Members Competition of the 2008-2009 series had to be cancelled due to bad weather.  
However the Spring Open Show went ahead at Sandyflat on the 5th April as planned.  Thanks to everyone who helped – we actually had more volunteers than needed, which was most appreciated.  The results are as follows:
Class 1A: Prelim 12 Restricted     Sheila McKechnie
	Horse
	Rider
	%
	Place

	Talkative
	Sheila Gillespie
	67.20%
	1

	Charlie (BM&M)
	Katie Gillespie (BJ)
	65.60%
	2

	Kirsty (BV)
	Colleen Carden
	64.80%
	3

	Tango
	Gayle Wallace
	64.00%
	4

	Major
	Pamela McComb (BM)
	63.20%
	5

	Stevie B
	Judith Reid
	62.80%
	6


Class 1B: Prelim 12 Open           Sheila McKechnie
	Horse
	Rider
	%
	Place

	Chanter Greyfel
	Carolyn Bateson (BM)
	67.60%
	1

	Fantasia
	Judy Wickman
	66.40%
	2

	Teddy
	Suzanne McCulloch
	63.60%
	3

	Just Kennie
	Rhona Campbell
	61.20%
	4

	Ginger Tuesday
	Elizabeth Campbell
	59.60%
	5
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Carolyn Bateson and Chanter Greyfel     © Pam Scott

Class 2: Prelim 14                          Glenys McKee
	Horse
	Rider
	%
	Place

	Just Murphy
	Katy Westmore
	69.17%
	1

	Blue
	Nesta Gilliland (BM)
	68.75%
	2

	Midnight Rambler
	Judith Reid
	67.92%
	3

	Easy Ossie (BM&M)
	Evelyn Cumming
	67.50%
	4

	Alter Ego
	Susan Crookston
	67.08%
	5=

	Tango
	Gayle Wallace
	67.08%
	5=
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BJ - Katie Gillespie; BV - Colleen Carden
Nesta Gilliland and Blue                © Pam Scott

Class 3: Novice 20                     Sheila McKechnie

	Horse
	Rider
	%
	Place

	Talkative
	Aileen Palmer
	67.60%
	1=

	Frilly
	Vivien Adam (BM)
	67.60%
	1=

	Polly
	Karen Lodge
	67.60%
	1=

	Blue
	Nesta Gilliland
	66.80%
	4

	Midnight Rambler
	Judith Reid
	66.40%
	5

	Easy Ossie (BM&M)
	Evelyn Cumming
	65.60%
	6


BJ - Stephanie Kirkwood

Class 4: Novice 25                         Glenys McKee
	Horse
	Rider
	%
	Place

	Rocky
	Wendy Raeside (BM)
	71.20%
	1

	Frilly
	Vivien Adam 
	69.60%
	2

	Just Murphy
	Katy Westmore
	68.80%
	3

	Farney Star
	Lois Young
	68.40%
	4

	Chanter Greyfel
	Carolyn Bateson 
	66.40%
	5=

	Thomas R
	Denise Rhodes
	66.40%
	5=


BJ - Stephanie Kirkwood

Class 5: Elementary 44                Glenys McKee
	Horse
	Rider
	%
	Place

	Rocky
	Wendy Raeside (BM)
	70.0%
	1

	Farney Star
	Lois Young
	70.0%
	2

	Passport to Paris
	Juli McQueen
	68.8%
	3

	Thomas R
	Denise Rhodes
	65.6%
	4


Wendy Raeside and Rocky               © Pam Scott

Trophy Winner:-

Meg Primrose Trophy (highest % score)

Wendy Raeside and Rocky, pictured above
Pam Scott kindly came along and took more great photographs, some of which are shown.  These can be viewed and bought from her website http://www.scott-equestrian.co.uk.  Please support her if you can.
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Yes, it’s that time again!  Renewal forms are enclosed.  Esther Knox is kindly taking over as membership secretary, so all forms should be returned to her from now on.  Her address is given on the form.  
Please fill in the form as fully possible.  We use the information provided to plan events which reflect members preferences (within reason!).
COMBINED TRAINING

Our next show will be an open Combined Training event, to be held at Greenfields on the 16th May.  A schedule is enclosed.  It will also be possible to just do dressage if you would prefer.

As always, any offers of help are appreciated.

AGM
As notified previously, this will take place on Monday 20th April at Haggs Castle Golf Club.  An agenda is enclosed.  Please come along and participate – this is your chance to let us know what you really think of SDG!
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We are also looking for new committee members to help spread the load a bit so please let us know of any nominations ASAP.
SCHOOLING
Ailsa Gilchrist

· Every second Tuesday evening at Greenfields.    Cost £30.50 for 45 mins.  Tel. Nesta on 01357 440296

· Every second Thursday at Greenfields.  £22 for 30 mins.  Tel. Jane on 01698 886111

· Riglaw, weather permitting, fortnightly.  £20 for 45 mins.  Tel. Frances on 01505 850279
· Waterside every 2nd Wednesday morning,  Contact Angela McKinna on 01560 480516  or 07789 997854 for more details and to book. 
· Sandyflat  25th April: 2pm - 7pm, 3 May: from 11am; 16th & 30th May: 2pm - 7pm; 14th June: from 11am.  Cost £30.  Contact Jen at jcoffey@uk.ey.com or 07939 527394

Yvonne MacFarlane
Will hopefully be doing some teaching for SDG at Greenfields again.  Contact Nesta on 01357 440296 for more information.
Linda Barnes
Linda has a BA (Hons) in Equine Studies, is a UKCC level 2 coach and a BD trainee judge. She has had numerous successes up to Medium level including being placed at the BD National Championships.  She has also qualified for Young Horse National Finals for 4, 5 and 6 year olds with her current horse Veni Vidi Vici.  

Linda coaches up to Medium level and particularly enjoys encouraging nervous or novice riders to have a try!  She will be teaching for SDG at Titwood Farm, Kilmaurs every fortnight from Wednesday 15th April, from 6pm.  Indivdual Lessons £30 for an hour

Contact Fiona Rawson, telephone 01563 549802 or e-mail fionarawson@aol.com
Lauren O’Hagan has recently relocated to Scotland and would also be available for schooling.  Lauren was previously head girl to Judy Harvey and Laura Fry and recently won the Biotal Medium Restricted final at the Scottish Regionals with her lovely horse, Dorian Grey.  If you are interested in lessons from her please contact sdgnews@hotmail.com or call 0141 581 5583.  If there is sufficient response we will organise some sessions.
LECTURE/DEMO
Exciting news!  We have confirmed a demo with Ruth Edge, to take place on Friday 30th October at Ingliston.  Details will follow nearer the time, but please put the date in your diary now. 

FIRST AID TRAINING
As per our last newsletter, SDG are organising a one-day equine related first aid training course, to take place on Monday 11th May.  The venue has still to be confirmed, but will be somewhere reasonably local.  The course will be funded using the Volunteer Training grant we recently received from SEA.  If you would like a place, contact Fiona Rawson on 01563 549802 or fionarawson@aol.com
WALK/TROT TESTS UPDATE
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You may remember in our last newsletter we asked you to let us know if you would enter Intro tests should we run them at our shows.   Unfortunately there were only two responses, so we will probably abandon this idea. 
SDG DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
20 Apr
AGM, Haggs Castle Golf Club

11 May
First Aid Training

16 May 
Open Combined Training, Greenfields

14 Jun  
Eglinton Park Summer Show

30 Aug 
Combined Training, Joint Show with KKRC, Sandyflat

30 Oct    Lecture Demo with Ruth Edge at
   Ingliston
POINTS SERIES RESULTS
Below are the final rankings for 2008-2009.  Our sincere thanks to everybody who has helped over the last year, whether it was by running schooling, looking after our website or helping at shows.  As can be seen, Shaun Sands is a clear winner and is worth his weight in gold (or haylage at least).  Susan Burr is a well appreciated runner up.  They will be presented with their prizes at the AGM.

	 Name
	Total

	Shaun Sands
	24

	Susan Burr
	7

	Jennifer Rentoul
	6 

	Mary Pearson
	6

	Katie Pearson
	6

	Valerie Will
	6

	Jen Coffey
	6

	Angela McKinna
	6

	Linda Porter
	6

	Pauline Blair
	6

	Ailsa Gilchrist
	4

	Amanda Fergusson
	3

	Thelma Black
	3

	Caroline Vance
	3

	Jane Downie
	3

	Linda Barnes
	3

	Sheila Johnson
	3

	Alison Page
	3

	Stephen McGregor
	3

	Sheona McNeill
	3

	Ros Bryson 
	3

	Janey Russell
	3

	Angie Black 
	3

	Gillian White
	3

	Isabel Forsyth
	3 


Other Events
A lecture/demo with Stephen Clarke has been organised by BD for Monday 18th May at the Scottish National Equestrian Centre.  Tickets are £15, with cheques payable to British Dressage.  Send with an SAE for the return of tickets to Cecilia Gladwyn, Auchnagatt, Ellon, Aberdeenshire, AB41 8TD or email ceciliagladwyn@britishdressage.co.uk for more info.

.
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R E N F R E W S H I R E   R I D I N G   C L U B

presents a

Bitting Clinic with Hilary Vernon

                                                                                                                                                                             

Saturday 18th & Sunday 19th April

at Bourock Farm, Dunlop

Improved Comfort + Improved Communication + Improved Control = Informed Bitting 
The sum adds up! 
The cost of each Bitting session (ridden) will be £60 (this does not include cost of bit) and will last for approximately 1 hour.  A deposit of £30 will be required by the Club to secure a place – please send cheque made payable to Renfrewshire Riding Club to the address below.  These cheques will be returned to you on the day, and payment will then be made directly to Hilary – however please be aware that in order to allow this Clinic to go ahead, we do need cheques in advance.  Saddle fitting/templating session will cost £60 and a saddle check will be £20.  Please contact me for prices of combination session of Bitting/Saddle fitting.  

The talk will take place at the start of each day, and will be open to everyone (including those are not bringing a horse for bitting session).  A £5 donation to the club will be required to those attending the talk only, and tea/coffee/biscuits will be provided - start time to be confirmed nearer the time (will be approx. 9/9.30am).  Due to parking restrictions, and the potential time taken for each horse – it would be sensible for some participants to arrive for the talk without their horse & then return later, in time for their bitting session.  This is unfortunate, but I would recommend that everyone attends talk if possible – in order to fully understand the philosophy of fitting a new bit. 

Please contact caroline@boyleconsultants.co.uk asap if you would like to take part.

For the latest news and info remember to look at our website www.sdgnews.co.uk which is kept up to date by Valerie Will.  You can download newsletters, show schedules, application forms, etc. from here.  You can also email us with any comments, photographs or suggestions at info@sdgnews.co.uk















