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Things are starting to hot up now – where schooling and competitions are concerned if not in terms of the weather!!!  We have had a busy couple of months with hosting the open show at Eglinton Park and planning events for the rest of the year.  Read on to see who did well at Eglinton park and also what shows we have planned – including some collaborative efforts to try to mitigate the expense of the excellent but pricy venues we use.  
Two more new members to report: Michele Cano-Kourouklis and Pauline Blair.  A warm welcome to you both.  Membership has dropped overall to just 88 – but this is likely to be related to subs being due.  We hope the numbers will increase again soon once folks get organised and pay their subs (
Open Show at Eglinton Park
We held our summer open show at Eglinton Park on June 15th.  There was a healthy turn out and some high scoring tests.  It’s good to see SDG members ‘holding their own’ in open shows such as this.  

Our thanks to Pam Scott for taking such excellent photographs yet again.

Well done Fiona Rawson with Robbie who won the Bill and Ann Bowes Memorial trophy for being the SDG member attaining the highest percentage score on the day – a whopping 74.83%.  Congratulations too to Frances Pearson and Erica who were awarded to David McCulloch Memorial trophy for being the SDG member with the highest percentage in the Elementary 42 test.  Sorry but we don’t have photos of these pairs in action at the show(  All results follow…
Prelim 12 Restricted: Sheila McKechnie
	Hobnob
	L. Fergusson
	68.80%
	1 BJ

	Otis
	M. Montgomerie
	68.00%
	2 BM

	Brynoffa Zak
	E. Shaw
	67.20%
	3 M/M

	Leprechaun
	L. Fergusson
	66.80%
	4=

	Mynach Flute
	F. Fergusson
	66.80%
	4=

	Lewis
	A. Kelly
	66.40%
	6=

	Skipo's Travel
	L. Kettlewell
	66.40%
	6=


Prelim 12 Open: Isobel Ripley
	Stushie
	S. Beaton
	66.00%
	1

	Noent Sun Maid
	L. McKay
	59.20%
	2 M/M

	Reenee
	C. Quarm
	53.60%
	3

	Mollycoddle
	S. Fisher
	53.20%
	4 BM

	Brec
	K. Ord
	46.80%
	5

	Spider
	P. Bell
	46.40%
	6


Prelim 15: Meron Reid

	Michael II
	M. Dean
	68.70%
	1 BM

	Irish Blue
	C. Downie
	66.96%
	2

	Reenee
	L. Harkins
	65.65%
	3

	Otis
	M. Montgomerie
	65.22%
	4=

	Dante
	M. Pearson
	65.22%
	4= BJ

	Brynoffe Zak
	E. Shaw
	63.91%
	6= M/M

	Nepos
	L. Harkins
	63.91%
	6=BV


Novice 27:  Isobel Ripley

	Robbie
	F. Rawson
	71.79%
	1 BM

	Hobnob
	A. Gould
	66.43%
	2

	Binks
	E. Knox
	62.50%
	3

	Kinnobi
	K. Fyfe
	60.00%
	5

	Charleston
	M. Cano-Kourouklis
	60.00%
	4

	Brynoffa Zak
	Elizabeth Shaw
	57.50%
	6 BJ M/M


Novice 33: Amanda Fergusson

	Robbie
	F. Rawson
	74.83%
	1 BM

	Sesame
	K. Craig
	64.83%
	2

	Pico
	K. Morton
	64.14%
	3=

	Time To Rise
	E. Muirhead
	64.14%
	3=

	Erin’s Zephyr
	A. Duff
	63.79%
	5=

	Aspen
	Susan Ward
	63.79%
	5=


Best Veteran - Nepos, Leigh Harkins
Elementary 42: Glenys McKee

	Milano Vogt
	D. Lindsay
	63.44%
	1

	Erica
	F. Pearson
	62.81%
	2 BM 

	Erin's Zephyr
	A. Duff
	62.19%
	3


Elementary 48: Shona Morton
	Time To Rise
	E. Muirhead
	68.28%
	1 BM

	Absolute Pride
	E. Chilton
	67.24%
	2

	Ned
	K. Craig
	58.28%
	3


Medium 63: Glenys McKee
	Absolute Pride
	E. Chilton
	63.10%
	1

	Ned
	K. Craig
	62.41%
	2


Schooling Dates
There are lots of opportunities for honing your skills at a subsidised rate.  We have a choice of three excellent trainers who are each happy to teach riders/horses at all levels of experience.  This month as well as flatwork schooling we are introducing some gymnastic jumping training – excellent practice for combined training competitions including our up and coming joint show with KKRC at Ingliston in September (see later in this newsletter for more details of this event).  Gymnastic jumping is also good for improving your horses muscle strength and suppleness so even if you aren’t planning on competing in jumping and combined training competitions it is still a useful and fun training aid.
Debbie Rodwell

Gymnastic Jumping schooling on 28th August at Tandleview, Gateside by Beith.  Groups of up to three people – attendees will be streamed into groups of similar experience levels.  Cost £15 per person. 

Tel Linda Allan on 01505 503160.

Linda Barnes

Wednesdays: 6th August and 3rd September at Titwood, Ayrshire.  Cost is £25.50 per 45 minutes.  Tel. Fiona Rawson on 07815 962964

Ailsa Gilchrist

Every second Tuesday evening at Greenfields.  Next date 5th August.  Cost £30.50 for 45 mins.  Tel. Nesta Gilliland on 01357 440296

Every second Thursday at Greenfields.  Next date 31st July.  Cost £22 for 30 mins.  Tel. Jane McGee on 01698 886111

Riglaw, weather permitting, fortnightly.  Next date 30th July.  Cost £20 for 45 mins.  Tel. Frances on 01505 850279
Lowtown of Blacklaw every second Thurs afternoon.  Next date 7th August.  Cost £25 for 45 mins.  Tel. Angela McKinna on 01560 480516  or 07789 997854. 

Dressage to Music [image: image1.wmf]
Around half a dozen or so people have already registered interest in dressage to music schooling.  We are still establishing the trainer and venue but hope that something can be organised in August.  If in principle you would consider attending such schooling can you please contact Mags on 07745 086493.  
How Not to Ride a Dressage Test

Unfortunately we have had to postpone this event.  We will keep you updated regarding rescheduling.  Please pass this message on!!
COMBINED TRAINING
We are holding a Combined Training show at Ingliston, in conjunction with Kilmacolm & Kilallan RC.  This will take place on the 13th September.  A schedule is enclosed.  Offers of help will be most appreciated.
WORLD HORSE WELFARE FUN DAY
This now annual event will take place at Titwood Equestrian on the 28th September, to raise funds for World Horse Welfare (formally ILPH).  To include BHS Search for a Star Handy Horse/Pony Qualifier.  A schedule is enclosed.  Offers of help again gratefully received.

Points Series Update

Here is the current leaderboard:–
	Name
	Total

	Shaun Sands
	9

	Susan Burr
	4

	Ailsa Gilchrist
	4

	Amanda Fergusson
	3

	Thelma Black
	3

	Caroline Vance
	3

	Jane Downie
	3

	Clare Pearson
	3

	Linda Barnes
	3

	Mary Pearson
	3

	Katie Pearson
	3

	Sheila Johnson
	3

	Alison Page
	3

	Stephen McGregor
	3


NON-SDG DATES 

9-10 Aug:
Summer Regionals at Ingliston.

6-7 Sep:
Scottish Championships at Ingliston.

If you are available to help at either of the above shows please contact Phyllis Beattie on 01236 822488.

NON-SDG EVENTS 
Markus Bauer Clinic

Markus Bauer is a fully qualified German Bereiter.  He specializes in bringing the best out of each horse and rider he teaches, and has helped many riders up the levels and rankings from regional to international level.

He is holding a two day clinic at Dabbs Equestrian Centre on Tues 19 and Wed 20 August.  Cost: £75 per 45 minute individual lesson.  All levels from prelim upwards.  

Telephone 01764 652315/07810 462949 or 01324 810128/07707 395877

Or email purdiverdi@hotmail.com or HannahBeckmann@aol.com
Roger Taylor Clinic

Dressage weekend at Kilkerran, September 6th and 7th, with classical dressage trainer Roger Taylor.  Individual lessons available for one or both days at £38 + £5 for school.  Please contact Caroline on 01465 811488 ASAP if you are interested.
Jump X and XC Competitions

To be held at Greenfields on 24th August and 6th September.  Schedules available from www.greenfieldsofavondale.co.uk or by contacting Nesta on 01357 440296.  

Help is also urgently required for these events.  Please contact Nesta, not SDG.
Classifieds

Selling a saddle, a horse, a lorry or whatever?  Reach out to SDG members by advertising here.  It’s free!

SHARER WANTED

 Due to work commitments I am looking for someone to share Mikey, my 7yr old 17hh gelding.  He is mostly doing affiliated dressage so someone with an interest in dressage or keen to start out in dressage would be ideal although not mandatory. Should be competent, sympathetic rider who could ride at least 2 – 3 times per week.  Mikey is stabled at a friendly yard near Beith in Ayrshire.  Opportunity to compete, go to beach, schooling, etc.  Small contribution to costs expected.  If you are interested please give me a call: 07745 086493 or email me on mags@memex.com
Dressage Movements Explained
Another movement that is oh so easy to get wrong is change of rein via 2 half circles.  You’ll find it in several tests including P4 movement 8…

B
Half circle left 10m diameter to X

X
Half circle right 10m diameter to E

This movement is a test of suppleness as well as accuracy.  The main thing to remember here is that both half circles must be of the same size.  The first one ends at X and the second one begins there.
It should look like this…
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In a way this is ridden a little like part of the serpentine discussed in our last Newsletter; one half circle followed by a straight, followed by another half circle.  In this movement, though, you are only straight – that is, in line with and on the centre line – for a few steps.
To ride this movement…

At B you begin a half 10m circle.  At its peak this will be 5m.  It can be difficult to visualise where this peak is.    Given that there is 14m between B and F, the half circle’s peak should be approximately a third of the way between these markers and 5m in from the track – that’s half way between the track and the centre line.
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You really need to be looking round to X as you ride the half circle.  This helps to make sure you don’t make it too wide or too narrow.  X is where the first half circle ends. As you cross X your horse should be straight and parallel with the long sides of the arena. You then should assume left bend and begin the second half circle which ends at E.
Common problems with this movement are half circles of differing sizes; half circles too deep, i.e. the peak more than 5m.  Problems with bend are also seen as well as failure to have a period of straightness between the half circles.
That’s all for this Newsletter.  Hope it has been helpful.
To keep up to date, remember you can look at our website, which is looked after by Valerie Will.  The address is www.sdgnews.co.uk.  You can also email us with any comments, photographs or suggestions at info@sdgnews.co.uk
Mercedes 814 Horsebox


D. Registration. Plated and taxed until October 2008. Takes two small horses or three ponies.  Day living with hob, sink and cupboards. Very Reliable.


£2,500 O.N.O.


For more information and photographs, telephone: 01560 322926








_1279263092.vsd

_1279346508.vsd

